
As Southern California becomes more crowded, 
we will need more, not less, open space to  

support healthy, livable communities.  Finding 
ways to preserve fragile ecosystems, protect our 
most valuable natural lands from further sprawl, 
enhance our existing open spaces and reduce  

impacts when open space must be developed are 
a few of the many challenges facing our region. 

The Regional Comprehensive Plan

Open Space & Habitat



Helping Communities Achieve a Sustainable Future

 

More information: scag.ca.gov/rcp    Comments & Questions: rcpinfo@scag.ca.gov 

What SCAG Will Do

What Communities Can Do
Use the RCP as a resource for updating general plans 

to bolster our need for open space preservation, mitigation, 
and enhancement. 

Encourage high density residential/commercial  
development along transit/rail corridors that connects to or 
includes urban parks, trails, greenbelts, community gardens, 
urban forests, etc. 

Prepare a “needs assessment” to determine the amount 
and quality of open space in the community. 

Consider the need for enhanced mitigation for projects 
that are inconsistent with the RCP policies for open space 
conservation.
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Did You Know 

Strategic Priorities
Protect natural lands by identifying habitat 

areas that should be prioritized for conservation.
Increase community parklands and other 

urban open space in our future growth plans.
Develop new tools for preserving  

agricultural lands and slow the conversion to  
urban land uses. 

When open space must be developed, 
improve the way we reduce impacts on natural 
lands, community open space, and agriculture.

Work with conservation organizations to 
minimize the impact of transportation projects on 
natural lands and wildlife habitat. 
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67% of children in Los Angeles do not live within  
walking distance of a park, compared to only 3% in Boston 
and 9% in New York.

Without adequate parkland, up to 85% of rain in urban 
areas enters lakes, rivers, and oceans as  
polluted runoff.

Urban sprawl has fragmented wildlife, 
making roadkill the greatest human-caused 
source of wildlife mortality, with one million  
animals killed on public roads each day.

Since 2000, nearly 6,800 acres of farm 
and grazing land have been converted to urban 
uses. 

►

►

►

►

Identify regional or subregional  
natural lands programs that complement  
existing conservation plans. 

Promote the develop-
ment and implementation of 
coordinated mitigation programs 
for regional projects.

Develop guidance for  
environmental review that 
streamlines the process for  
projects that are consistent with 
the Open Space program.
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